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Project announcement and invitation to participate (revised)

IPUMS-Africa I: a consortium of National Statistical Institutes of Southern and Eastern Africa, 
the United States Census Bureau and the Minnesota Population Center 
to anonymize, integrate, and disseminate census samples for academic and policy research

With the success of a pilot project in Kenya based on samples from the 1999 and 1989 censuses, a five-year, South and East African microdata integration project is currently being organized.  The goal of the consortium is to promote the use of high-quality, integrated census samples by official agencies, academics, and policy-makers.  

Please examine the enclosed documents which spell out the project in detail.  To participate all that is required is an endorsement of general principles by the official statistical agency and a rough budget.  Work would begin in a year or so, once a sufficient number of census agencies in the region have signed on and funding secured.

This initiative is closely modeled on a sister project, IPUMS-Latin America, involving 15 countries of North and South America.  IPUMS-Africa I, as with the Latin America effort, will be fully funded from international sources, and will not require expenditures by any of the participating national statistical institutes (NSI).   On the contrary, a modest budget will be allotted—in consultation with each NSI—adequate to cover the following costs:

· Copying of documentation (questionnaires, enumerator instructions, methodology manuals, etc.)

· Editing of census datasets and the drawing of samples (to be performed by NSI or MPC staff)

· Consulting by national experts to design the integration plan for each country

· Licensing (non-exclusive) of dissemination rights for integrated, anonymized samples

· Training of NSI staff and national academics in the use of the samples, once the database is operational.

This effort will be a fully collaborative project, with participation by national experts and academic researchers resident in the region, and will take advantage of the latest technologies and methods.  

A prototype of the project may be inspected on the web at:  http://www.ipums.org/international   Currently available are integrated, anonymized census microdata and documentation for seven countries: Kenya (1989-99), China (1982), Colombia (1964-1993), France (1962-1990), Mexico (1960-2000), Vietnam (1989-99) and the USA (1960-1990).   

I would be pleased to have an opportunity to respond to questions or concerns that you or you staff may have.  

The first step is to formalize a partnership (see the attached “letter of understanding”, now endorsed by some 36 official statistical agencies).  With official consent, a tentative timetable and budget, funding can be obtained so that the real work could begin in a year or so.  Thank you for considering this proposal.  It would be a distinct pleasure to work with you and your staff on this initiative.  


Tentative calendar

July – October 2003, organize project consortium:

1. Complete legal formalities:  sign “letter of understanding” with each participating National Statistical Institute.

2. Identify censuses to be included in project (all censuses available/recoverable:  2000, 1990 and earlier)

3. Develop a tentative work plan and calendar for each country, based on the timing of likely availability of 2000 round census data files.  Please note that development of both contemporary and historical census microdata (editing and drawing the samples) will be performed by NSI or MPC staff.  Data integration will be performed by Minnesota Population Center personnel using software developed for the IPUMS-International project.

4. Budget amounts for each country (dependent upon number of censuses and the complexity of the questionnaires), for developing microdata sets, purchasing a dissemination license, and sub-contracting national expertise.

November – December 2003: circulate proposal to NSI partners for comments and suggestions before submitting to funding agencies on January 1, 2004.

2005 (year 1 of grant): 

Edit and develop census microdata samples for each country on a mutually agreeable calendar. 

Organize, plan and design anonymization and integration protocols in close collaboration with partners in each country (roughly one month of work with national statistical experts in each country, depending upon the number and complexity of censuses).

2006:  integrate microdata of 3-4 countries with censuses taken in 1999/2000

2007:  3-4 countries with censuses in 2001

2008:  3-4 countries with censuses in 2001

2009:  validate and calibrate integrated census samples

Integrated data for a specific country will become available to researchers approximately one year after integration work is underway for that country.  The final release for all data will be December 2009.  A regional workshop will be held to promote use by national census staff, academics and policy makers.

Note:  Integrated data are restricted to qualified users who agree to abide by conditions of use and are provided free of charge.  

The IPUMS-International project may be inspected on the web at:   http://www.ipums.org/international.  

Current members of the consortium include the official statistical agencies of:

Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Israel, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Palestine, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Venezuela, Vietnam, the United Kingdom, and the USA.

For additional details, please contact:  

Robert McCaa, Professor of History, University of Minnesota, and International Projects Coordinator, Minnesota Population Center rmccaa@umn.edu  
MPC Office:  +1 612-624-5818.  fax:  +1 612-626-8375

