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HIST/LAS 3401:  Early Latin America to 1825 (writing intensive)
http://www.hist.umn.edu/~rmccaa/colonial/index.html
Fall 2000 T/Th 12:45-2:00

Prof.
TA
Bob McCaa
Mary Strasma

Social Sciences 523
Social Sciences 860

624-3507
624-

rmccaa@umn.edu
stra0141@tc.umn.edu
office hours:  T 2:30-3:30, W 8-10
T 12:10-12:30, W 9-11, Th 12:00-12:30

and by appointment

Course Description

Covering over three centuries (roughly 1492 to 1825) and two continents, the history of colonial Latin America is immense and complex.  In order to make sense of such a vast topic we will be focusing on the following themes:

· How Spain and Portugal "conquered" and colonized the Americas and subsequently maintained control for three centuries

· The spectrum of resistance and accommodation among colonized peoples (Native Americans, African slaves, women, etc.)

· How conflict and shifting alliances among three broad groups--the metropolitan powers, the colonial elites and the socially-diverse laboring groups--shaped the  development of distinctive societies in Latin America.  All were historical actors whose actions influenced to some degree the course of history.

Objectives

In addition to exploring the above themes, you will be learning and practicing certain skills, some of them specific to history while most will be useful in other classes and even in the working world.  By the end of the semester, you should be able to:

· Put yourself in the place of historical actors (an indigenous peasant, a Spanish missionary, a landowner, the wife of a conqueror, a child in a Nahua (Aztec) household, a widowed householder) in order to imagine how they saw the world, what interests they had, or how they might have reacted to specific problems or events.

· Read effectively (understand the important information in an article and identify the author's thesis) and critcally (evaluate how well the author develops a thesis).

· Be a historian yourself by analyzing primary documents

· Defend your own interpretation by choosing evidence and composing a logical argument both orally (discussion) and in writing (papers).

· Improve your writing ability and style.

Readings

Four required books can be purchased at the West Bank bookstore or read on reserve in Wilson Library:

· Aaron, Jane E.  The Little, Brown Essential Handbook for Writers, 2nd Ed. (Longman, 1997).

· Bakewell, Peter.  A History of Latin America (Blackwell Publishers, 1997).

· Cook, Alexandra Parma and Noble David.  Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance:  A Case of Transatlantic Bigamy (Duke University Press, 1991).

· Mattoso, Katia M. de Queirós.  To Be a Slave in Brazil, 1550-1888 (Rutgers Univ Press, 1986).

In addition there is a course packet of articles and documents on sale at Alpha Prints (1407 4th St. SE, Dinkytown).  The coursepack includes study questions for each reading.  These should be used to prepare for both discussion sections and lectures.  Please also fill out the evaluation forms for each reading and turn them in to your TA.  

Lectures and in-class activites complement the readings.  You will be held responsible on papers and exams for material covered in class as well as in the readings.  

University Policies.

This course fully endorses the CLA standard statement on course requirements regarding course registration, incompletes, grading, extra work, scholastic misconduct, accommodations, and sexual harassment.  If you are not familiar with CLA policies, please read them at (http://www.tc.umn.edu/~sos/syllabus.html).    Mary and I would be happy to address any concerns or question that you may have about any of these matters.  Incompletes are not advisable because late work will be marked down one letter grade. 

Papers

This is a writing-intensive course.  As well as being an integral part of doing history, writing is a skill that will serve you well in almost any profession.  In addition to the short assignments given in discussion sections, you will have a chance to react to ideas, issues or questions that arise from the readings in two papers of 4 to 5 pages each, typed, double-spaced.  They should not be simply book reports or summaries (and do not involve extra reading), but rather your analysis of a given topic.  Guidelines and sample topics will be handed out before papers are due.  

Each student will be required to re-write at least one paper.  If you receive a B- or below on the first paper, you will have to revise that paper; if you receive a B or higher on the first paper, you may rewrite either the first or second paper.  The re-write will receive a separate grate.  

Paper 1 is due Thurs Oct. 12 in class (with a re-write deadline of Thurs. Nov 2).  Paper 2 is due on Thurs. Nov. 16 in class (with a re-write deadline of Tues Dec. 12).  Extensions will be granted only for medical emergencies with a signed excuse.  Late papers will be docked one-third letter grade each day.    

Discussion

Every week you wille in discussion with your TA.  This is a chance for you to be the historian and to think through issues with your classmates.  To get the most out of discussions, you must be prepared.  This means that you are responsible for having read the session's required material and for having through through the questions on the reading guides.  

Because this is a writing-intesive course, you will also be doing occasional short written assignments given by your T.A. in discussion section.  These will be designed to help you learn the historical material, practice writing skills, and prepare for longer papers.  Please note that discussion constitutes 20% of your grade; you will not be graded on what you say, but rather on attendance, participation, and written assignments.  

Exams

Rather than a midterm, there will be 5 quizzes, of which the highest 4 scores will count toward your grade.  (In others words, you can throw out or miss 1 quiz without penalty.)  

The first quiz will be a short map exercise in class on Thurs. Sept. 14.  You will need to be able to identify the following places:  Mexico City, guanajuato, Zacatecas, Veracruz, Panama, Cuba, Havana, Santo Domingo, Colombia, Bogotá, Venezuela, Caracas, Brazil, Salvador, Rio de Janeiro, Peru, Lima, Cuzco, Bolivia, Potosí, Santiago, Concepción, Argentina, and Buenos Aires.

There will be quizzes consisting of identification terms, short answer and-or grammar questions in class on Thurs. Sept. 28, Oct. 19, and Nov. 9.  More information on quizzes will be announced at least one week in advance.  

Quiz 5 on Thurs. Dec. 9 will be a second map quiz with a twist.  For this quiz you will need to be able to identify the same placed but based upon {jeopardy{'type clues.  Make a list of the places and record appropriate info on them from lectures and readings throughout the semester. 

There will be a take-home final essay exam.  Details will follow.

Class Calendar

Sept. 
5-7
Introduction


Bakewell, pp. 2-19


"Latin America": concepts and chronology


Geography and ecology

12-14
America before 1492


Bakewell, 20-38


June Nash, "The Aztecs and the Ideology of Male Dominance," Signs 4:2 (1978): 349-362 (Packet).


America:  the isolated hemisphere 

Map Quiz 1 in class Thurs, Sep. 16 
19-21
Iberian Expansion


Bakewell, pp. 39-70; 71-87.


John Cummins, ed., The Voyage of Christopher Columbus (St. Martin's Press, 1992): 93-105.


Iberia:  mariners and factors, sailors and settlers


First experiences:  Disaster in the Caribbean

26-28
Conquests, Resistance and Demographic catastrophe


Bakewell, 88-100, 151-55, 243.


R.C. Padden, "Cultural Change and Military Resistance in Araucanian Chile, 1550-1730," Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 13(1957), 103-121.


Conquest:  horses, steel, gunpowder, and Machiavellian diplomacy


Demographic catastrophe:  viruses, genes, nursing, war, exploitation

Quiz 2 in class on Thurs, Sep. 28 

Oct.
3-5
Early Colonial Society


Bakewell, 104-111.


Cook and Cook, Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance, entire.

10-12 Imperial Debates and Portuguese Colonization


Bakewell, 112-28; 140-50.


Felipe Huaman Poma, Letter to a King, 15-20, 123-128, 201-213 (packet).


Mattoso, To Be a Slave in Brazil, 1-32.


Struggles for justice


Brazil: remote colonial outpost

Paper 1 due in class Thurs, Oct. 14 


17-19
Crown, Missionaries and the Church


Bakewell, 129-150, 234-38, 240-42.


Pablo Joseph de Arriaga, The Extirpation of Idolatry in Peru, 60-74, 113-116, 165-73 (packet).


Irene Silverblatt, "Political Memories and Colonizing Symbols," in Rethinking History and Myth (1988), 174-94 (packet).


Crown, clergy, corregidores and cabildos

Quiz 3 in class on Thurs, Oct. 19 


24-26
Colonial Economy


Bakewell, 155-56, 174-205.


Steve J. Stern, "The Indians and Spanish Justice," in Peru's Indian Peoples and the Challenge of Spanish Conquest (Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press, 1982), 114-137 (packet).


Settlement:  Native villages, Spanish towns, mines, and haciendas


Mining and mercantilism


Oct
31-Nov. 2
Portuguese in America


Bakewell, review 306-37


Mattoso, 153-220 (including Appendix I)


Documents from Schwartz article, pp. 76-79 (packet).


Brazil:  crown jewel


Sugar and Slavery

Rewrite of paper 1 due in class on Thurs, Nov. 2 

Nov.
7-9
Race, Calidad, Class and Gender


Bakewell, 157-173.


Rhythms of reproduction:  marriageways and miscegenation


Immigration and migration:  forced, coerced or free

Quiz 4 in class on Thurs. Nov. 9
14-16 Gender, Culture and Society



Bakewell, 244-253.



Sarah Chambers, "Witches, Mystics, and the Devil:  The 'Magical' Mediation of Gender Relations in Colonial Mexico." (packet)



Sor Juana Inez de la Cruz, "La Peor de Todas" [The worst of all].

Paper 2 Due in class on Thurs. Nov. 16

21-22 18th Century Transformations


Bakewell, 254-67, 277-280, 338-351.


George Reid Andrews, "Spanish American Independence," Latin American Perspectives 12:1 (Winter, 1985), 105-32 (packet).


Colonial identities 


Gold and Absolutism

28-30 Rise of Rebellion


Backwell, 268-77, 280-93.


Review Andrews.



Social insurrections


The Bourbon reconquest

Dec.
5-7
Independence and Beyond


Blakewell, 353-84.


Simon Bolivar, "Address to the Congress at Angostura," in Vicente Lecuña, ed., Selected Writings of Bolívar (New York:  The Colonial Press, 1951) Trans Harold A Bierck, vol. I:173-197 (packet).


Orphaned colonies 


Bolivar:  Plowing the seas

Quiz 5 in Class on Thurs. Dec. 7

12-14 Reflections


Bakewell, 385-408.


John Cummins, ed., The Voyage of Christopher Columbus (St. Martin's Press, 1992): 140-145.

Rewrite of Paper 2 Due in Class on Tues, Dec. 12

Grading.

As will be for outstanding work, Bs for strong, above average work, Cs for adequate work, Ds for marginal work, and Fs for failing or incomplete work.  Final grades will be calculated according to the following weights

Papers (20% each x 2)
40%

Paper rewrite
10%

Quizzes (top 4 scores of 5)
20%

Discussion, participation, and short writing assignments  20%

Final exam
10%
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