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History 1302W: U.S. 
History from 1865 to Present
Spring 2005 -- Sections 13 and 18

Franz Young, T.A.

E-mail: young625@umn.edu

Office: Social Sciences 860
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00 to 11:00 A.M.

Section Objectives:  


There are twin objectives for this course.  This class will work, of course, to spread a better understanding of United States History--one that goes beyond heroes, wars, and presidents, to the complex issues that underpin this country’s development.  For lots of reasons, it is important that each of you are able to grasp this history: to better understand citizenship and society, to help question and appreciate American culture and government, but best of all because it’s interesting!  On another level, however, this course is intended to foster your critical ability and communicative skill, developing your analytical capabilities via written and group work.  This course—and specifically this discussion section—is intended to help you as you continue (or simply start) your college career.  Here’s to having a great semester!
Work Requirements:
· Attend class.

· Participate in discussion, group activities, and in-class assignments.

· Complete the readings for each class meeting, averaging seventy-five pages a week.

· Quizzes over readings and, possibly, material from Prof. Welke’s lecture.

· Write three short essays over major readings, and one large final project called “Thinking Through History “.
· Take two exams: a mid-term and a final.
Readings:

Your class syllabus lists readings and the date they are to be completed.   I highly suggest that you take notes as you read each assignment (either on paper or in the book’s ample margins), if only to make class discussion of the reading smoother.  I will try to provide discussion questions, as well, to guide you as you read.   Moreover, I expect that you will bring the text with you.  If it is on-line, print it out; these on-line documents are vitally important for our class.
Section Participation:

Your grade is partially based on participation, i.e. taking part in discussion, answering questions, taking part in group work, and completing any in-class work.  Your active participation not only helps you better understand the readings, but also aides the rest of the class in their understanding of the material, too.  I will be noting each person’s participation—the quality if not the quantity.  Each of you is very important to the class!  
Attendance:
Your participation will be hampered by any absences.  I will not set up a specific number of allowed absences; we are adults here.  Some absences are necessary.  However, excessive or gratuitous absences interfere with class participation and class dynamic, so I reserve the right to degrade your participation grade should I feel abuses are occurring.  Explanations (written)  prior to absences would be appreciated, if possible.  Extended or highly inconvenient periods of absence will require a note from a doctor or like authority figure.  Generally, I feel the same way about tardiness: it is sometimes unavoidable, but excessive lateness is cause for lowered participation grades.  Make-up in-class work for full credit is not allowed without prior agreement or doctor’s note, etc.

Writing Assignments and Quizzes:

I will likely also assign a short response to a reading on any day a reading’s due.  You are not to summarize, but rather demonstrate a grasp of the material and your attempts to engage it critically, such as questioning the reading, comparing or contrasting it with previous readings, etc.  Your Short Responses must be typed, approximately ¾ to one whole page long, double-spaced, and in Times New Roman twelve point font with standard margins.  I will not grade for grammar, per se, but glaringly-poor grammar will be noted and I will engage you about it.


I do reserve the right to conduct quizzes on the readings whenever I deem it appropriate, so be prepared.  Make-up quizzes due to absence or tardiness will not be allowed, although official or documented excuses will gain a chance at a make-up.

Essays:

You will write a total of four essays.  Three of these will be smaller, less formal papers in response to readings and up to three pages in length; the final paper/project will be a good deal longer.  All will need to be typed, double-spaced, and in Times New Roman twelve point font with standard margins.  Lengths and other requirements will be determined upon assignment.  I will collect these papers at the beginning of our discussion section on the days they are due. I will not accept essays that are not typed or that are not in hard copy form.

Late essays will receive a half-grade (5%) deduction if they are turned in on the same day they are due. Each additional late day (including weekend days) will see another full letter grade (10%) deducted.  Even official absences will not be tolerated as an excuse.

Exams:
You will have one mid-term and one final exam consisting of identification questions and an essay question(s). More specific information will follow as the first exam date approaches.

You will only be allowed to make up an exam if you are absent for a University event or because of illness.   Please see University policy in this case.  In either instance, you must present official documentation excusing the absence and then schedule the make-up exam with me in a timely manner. The final exam is on Saturday May 14th, 2005, from 1:30-3:30 in Willey Hall.

	Grading Schematic


30%: Section Participation (includes)

        - Attendance

        - Writings, quizzes

        - Class participation

25%: Final Paper (divided between)
- First Draft 

        - Final Draft

20%: Mid-Term Exam

25%: Final Exam
	Grading Scale

93 to 100%: A

90 to 92%:   A-

87 to 89%:   B+

83 to 86%:   B

80 to 82%:   B-

77 to 79%:   C+

73 to 76%:   C

70 to 72%:   C-

67 to 69%:   D+

63 to 66%:   D

60 to 62%:   D- 
Below 60%: F



Note: in order to obtain a grade of S,
you must earn at least a C on the grading scale above.

Classroom Policies

As a matter of course, I will not tolerate disruptive behavior or anything that compromises the learning environment in my classroom. Turn your cell phones off. If you want to sleep or read the newspaper, do not come to class. Also, please do not eat anything during class time. Beverages are perfectly acceptable.

As I have already pointed out, classroom conversation is an integral part of this course. However, while differences of opinion during discussion are encouraged, personal insults or invectives are not appropriate at any time.

University Policies

I conduct this class in accordance with the university policies on equal opportunity and sexual harassment. If you have any questions about any of these policies, please do not hesitate to ask me. As far as plagiarism and academic dishonesty go: if I catch you cheating, you can expect to receive an F on the assignment or for the entire course.  I will provide you with detailed information on the particular aspects of plagiarism that are most applicable to historical writing.  If you have any special needs for particular accommodations, it is your responsibility to make me aware of them.

Office Hours

I strongly encourage you to make use of my office hours.  I am happy to help you work through an essay, talk to you about an upcoming exam, or discuss class in general.  If you are making a strong effort and are still worried about your performance in the class, feel free to stop by.  I will be available from 10:00 to 11:00 AM on Mondays and Wednesdays in Social Sciences 860.  If this time does not work for you, I will also meet by appointment.

