HIST 1032W

U.S. History 1865 to Present

Discussion Sections 14 and 16

Sec. 14: Tues. and Thurs. 11:15-12:05 PM, Blegen Hall 415

Sec. 16: Monday & Weds., 12:20-1:10 PM, Blegen Hall 140

Spring 2005—Prof. Barbara Welke

Teaching Assistant:  Her Vang

Email:  vang0681@umn.edu   (Best Way to Reach Me!)

Office:  Social Sciences Building, Room 122

Telephone: (612) 624-4812

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 12:30-1:30 PM; Thursdays 12:30-1:30 PM; or by appointment.
Objectives and Purposes:

This discussion section is designed to work in conjunction with Prof. Barbara Welke’s lectures.  While we will always deal with the lectures—you are invited and encouraged to ask questions about them—the discussion section is not designed to be a repeat or review of this component.  Rather, it is your opportunity to discuss the readings in detail and to fully explore their connections with the lectures and implications for subsequent events.  As such, in this discussion section, there are two main objectives: to learn about history and to improve both your critical thinking and writing skills.

First, what is history?  Is it just a collection of random facts?  Why is history worth studying?  Different people have formulated different answers to these questions.  During the course of the semester, we will explore some of these viewpoints in the context of U.S. History since 1865.  At the same time, you will develop your own answers to these questions and should be able to explain and defend your decisions.  The diversity of explanations that historians have used to discuss the past very well applies to the way we think about other situations: each viewpoint is uniquely independent, but each is also heavily influenced by time and place.

Second, this is a writing intensive course.  Even if you are not intensely passionate about history in general, or American history in particular, this course provides an opportunity for you to improve your critical thinking and writing skills.  Being able to formulate a coherent and persuasive argument and to express yourself clearly in writing are vital skills that are transferable to the world outside this history class.  The goal of the discussion section is not so much that you memorize a chronology of world events as it is that you learn to think critically about that history (and life in general) and be able to express your thoughts clearly.

Attendance, Participation, and Preparation for Class:

Attendance will be taken regularly in discussion section meetings.  Each student may miss THREE discussion meetings.  Additional absences will result in a reduction in your participation/attendance grade, unless those absences are legitimately excused.  Legitimate excuses are those that can be documented (University sanctioned conflicts, such as athletic events, medical emergencies, family tragedies, etc.).  Whenever possible, please inform me of your absence PRIOR to the class meeting you will miss.

In addition to your physical presence in class, you are expected to participate actively in classroom activities and discussion.  You should bring to class the assigned readings, paper to write on, a writing utensil, and any handouts pertinent to the topic at hand.  Also check the main syllabus BEFORE coming to discussion section and make sure that you have done the correct readings.  Good classroom discussions depend on students arriving to class having read and reflected on the readings and lectures.  This is a DISCUSSION section and your participation during the class meetings will be reflected in the attendance grade.

Finally, your attendance and participation grade will be determined by a number of informal in-class or take-home writing assignments and other exercises.  Because this is a writing intensive course and writing is an effective way to organize your thoughts, we MAY be writing in class from time to time throughout the semester.  These and other exercises are intended to assist you in the learning process, and this written work will provide you with an excellent study tool and preparation for your exams.

Discussion Section Policies:

It goes without saying that you should always respect the views and opinions of others.  This ought to be learned and realized not only in study but also in practice.  Quite often during the course of the semester you likely will find points of disagreement with your classmates, but you are expected at all times to be respectful and polite towards others.  Interruptions, snide comments, talking over others, and blatant displays of disinterest in someone else’s contribution are all forms of disrespect and will not be tolerated.

Respect for others also includes maintaining a courteous classroom environment.  To foster this, you are expected to:

(1) Come to class on time, having completed all assigned readings.

(2) Turn off cell phones, pagers, and any other noisy electronic devices.

(3) If you opt to eat or drink in class, do so in a quiet manner and throw out any garbage you may create.

(4) Participate actively in discussion.  This is NOT a time to read The Daily, check email, surf the internet, etc.

Failure to abide by the above-detailed discussion section policies (e.g. putting down other people’s contributions, arriving late to class, surfing the net during discussion) will be reflected negatively in your attendance and participation grade.

University Policies:

The back page of this syllabus describes University-wide policies regarding scholastic honesty and plagiarism, sexual harassment, equal opportunity, and disabilities.  Students are EXPECTED to adhere to all University policies.

Assignments and Grading:

I will be grading all papers, exams, and other assignments for all students in THIS discussion section.  The grading breakdown, in percentage, of the final grade (and as described in the lecture syllabus) is as follow:

Mid-Term:  20%

Final Exam:  25%

Paper (1st and final draft): 25%

Section attendance and participation: 30%

The specific criteria used to evaluate each assignment is detailed in each assignment and elaborated when assignment is handed out.  For now, suffice to say that your papers will be evaluated not only for content but also for style and clarity.  

Late Work and Missed Class Sessions:

All writing assignments for the section are due at the BEGINNING of the discussion section meeting, unless otherwise instructed.  However, the drafts of “Thinking Through History” Paper are due at the BEGINNING of the lecture (see due date below).  Assignments will be marked down one-half grade (i.e., 5 percentage points) if you turned in late on the day the assignment is due and an additional full grade (i.e. 10 percentage points) for each day after the due date, including weekend days.  Electronic versions of papers and/or homework will NOT be accepted.

If you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out what occurred during that class meeting:  I will not provide notes from either lecture or discussion section.  The only exception to this is class handouts.  In-class discussion section exercises cannot be made up after the fact and, thus, it is imperative that you contact me in advance if you know that you will be missing class.  Missed exams will be made up at the discretion of Prof. Barbara Welke. Nevertheless, as indicated on the lecture syllabus, proper documentation is required.

Important Dates To Remember:

	Assignments
	Dates

	Mid-Term Exam
	February 23

	First Draft of Paper
	March 30

	Final Draft 
	April 27

	Final Exam
	May 14


Resources Available for Your Learning:

I want for you to reach the course objectives and succeed in this class.  At all times, please feel free to come to me with any questions and concerns you have regarding the discussion section, assignments, and course as a whole.  I will certainly not have all the answers to your questions, but I can certainly point you to the right direction, person, and resource.  Learning is a process, and I hope that we can learn from each other—that you’ll learn as much from me as I’ll learn from you.

In addition, there are two excellent resources available at the University to assist you in the writing process.  For questions specific to writing an historical essay, the History Department provides free writing tutors.  

History Writing Consultant hours:

Seulky McInneshin, shin0075@umn.edu.

Mondays 12:00-2:00 (122 Social Sciences, sign-up sheet), 2:00-5:00 

(Wilson Library Info. Commons, walk-in)

Tuesdays 9:00-11:15 (306b Lind Hall, call 612-625-1893 for an appointment), 12:00-1:45 (122 Social Sciences, sign-up sheet)

Kelli Ringhofer, ring0029@umn.edu

Tuesdays 10:30-12:45, 1:30-3:00 (306b Lind Hall, call 612-625-1893 for an appointment)

Wednesdays 9:00-12:00 (122 Social Sciences, sign-up sheet)

Thursdays 10:00-12:15 (122 Social Sciences, sign-up sheet)

For questions and assistance specific to grammar and other mechanical aspects of writing, the English Department provides the Student Writing Center.  The Center is located at Lind Hall 306B (telephone: 612-625-1893) and is available to all students.  Consultants and tutors are available by appointment or on a walk-in basis.
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