History 1302:  U.S. History 1865 to the Present 

Discussion Sections 8&12 

Section 8 meets Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:05 to 9:55 a.m. in Blegen Hall, Room 225. 

Section 12 meets Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:10 to 11:00 a.m. in Blegen Hall, Room 245.

Lecture for this course meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 11:15 a.m. –12:05 p.m. in Willey Hall, Room 175.

TA:  Chantal Norrgard

Office:  122 Social Sciences

Office Hours:  Mondays 1:00 p.m. -3:00 p.m., by appointment

E-mail:  norr0045@umn.edu (this is the best way to contact me)  

Purpose:

Welcome to your discussion section for U.S. History 1865 to the present.  The purpose of this discussion section is to encourage you to explore critically the themes, content, and materials presented in this course, as well as to further your development of analytical thinking skills and effective writing and communication skills.    You will gain a deeper understanding and, hopefully, a greater appreciation of American history.  

In Discussion Sections:
We will be discussing the readings you are assigned to do outside of class and doing short readings, quizzes and, or writing exercises.  The quality of writing you submit will be an important part of your grade, as effective writing is a skill essential to the field of History and most other fields.  Therefore, we will be working on your writing skills in discussion section.

Please feel free to come to me with your questions and concerns during my office hours as well.  If you cannot come to my office hours, please see me about scheduling another time to meet, as I would like to provide you with the opportunity to meet with me if you have questions. 

Respect:  

We will be discussing some intense issues in class, and it is expected that you will not always agree with one another. However, you are required to be respectful of each other in class.

Grades*: 
Participation, Section Attendance, Short Writing Assignments, etc. (as determined by T.A.) -30% 

Midterm Exam-20%

History Research Paper-25% 

Final Exam-25%

As your TA/discussion section instructor, I will evaluate your work and determine your grade.  Please note that there will be no extra credit.

Section Grade:

30% of your overall grade and will be based on your participation, attendance, and assignments in discussion section. Participation includes attending class and adequately engaging in the discussions and work. Attendance in discussion sections is required and I will take attendance at the beginning of each section.    

PLEASE COME PREPARED TO CLASS!  This is crucial to your participation and understanding in the discussions we will be having in section.  Coming prepared means that you have read through the assigned materials, considered the issues and questions posed by the readings, lectures, and discussions, and have done any other assignments for that day. You should prepare questions or thoughts on the readings to discuss in class.  Please bring your relevant reading materials to section. 

Your Work:  

Assignments assigned in this section are due at the beginning of the class period unless you are notified of a change. Late assignments will be deducted by 1/2 grade if they are turned in after the beginning of the class period they are due and a full grade every further day they are late (including weekend days). I will not accept assignments or papers via e-mail (electronic versions).   

Please turn in work that is your own-plagiarism is unacceptable and will be severely penalized in accordance with University policies.*

If you miss a discussion section, it is your responsibility to find out what we discussed.  I will not provide you with notes or outlines from the discussion section or lecture.  You should find a willing classmate from whom you can get this information.  

I will read drafts of your papers, however I will not read them within 24 hours of their due date, as you need to allow me enough time to review them and yourself enough time to sufficiently revise them.     

In addition to the work we do in sections, the History department offers writing tutors for anyone enrolled in this course.  They can help you with many aspects your writing, such as getting started on your essays.  History writing tutors will not edit your writing, but will help you content and organization.   There is a sign up sheet for appointments on the door of their office in 122 Social Sciences.

The CLA Student Writing Center in 306B Lind Hall on the East Bank is another useful writing resource.  They are available by appointment or on a walk-in basis and can be contacted at 625-1893 or via their website:  http://swc.umn.edu/.

Please:

1.  Check your e-mail regularly.

2.  Come to class on time.

3.  Clean up after yourself if you decide to eat or drink in class.

4. Remember to turn off cell phones.

*Please see the main course syllabus for further course information.

