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Bryon Kippschull

E-mail: kipp0035@umn.edu

Office: Social Sciences Tower 860

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 1:25 to 3:20 PM

History 1302W: U.S. History From 1865 to Present

Spring 2005
Section 17
Course Goals

This course will allow students to strengthen their verbal communication skills, obtain an improved grasp on modern American history, and further develop their critical thinking abilities. Critical thinking in the realm of history usually entails learning to understand and critique an author's argument. Many people readily accept anything written in a history book as true without recognizing that the author in question is most often positing an argument—a certain point of view—and using evidence to support her claims. Even “facts” that are generally accepted can be called into question by the skilled historian. Were this not the case, we would still be reading the same history books that people used fifty years ago. The “facts” must be constantly revised as our understanding of ourselves and of the world changes. What happened in the past does not change, but our perception of it does. 
If you take away only one thing from this course, I hope you will learn to see how periods and paradigms in the past and present are constructed by people.
Work Requirements

Expect to:

Read approximately 75 to 125 pages each week.

Attend class and contribute to our discussions of the readings.

Write short essays on the readings.

Write a five to seven page research paper (“Thinking Through History” essay) in two drafts.
Take two exams consisting of identification questions and/or an essay question.

Readings
I expect you to have any given assignment read by the date it is listed under in the syllabus. There will be occasional exceptions to this that I will note on the board in class. If a text is listed in the readings for a given day, please bring that text to class. If it is on line, print it out. In general, I recognize that everyone will not read every page of text that is assigned. However, be aware that you are indeed responsible for every page of text that is assigned. The essays and exams will reward those who are diligent with the readings.
Attendance and Participation

I expect everyone to consistently contribute to classroom conversations, and your grade will reflect your level of participation. Having you in class is crucial for you as well as for me, and it is for this reason that I have a fairly draconian attendance policy. 

You are allowed two absences, and points will be deducted from your attendance and participation grade beginning with the third at the rate of 20% (3% from your final grade) per absence. Officially sanctioned university events (field trips, sports, etceteras) or illnesses do not count toward these two absences. However, you will need to present me with official documentation detailing your participation in any university event responsible for your absence. In the case of illness, you will need to present a note from your doctor upon your return in order to have the absence excused. Regardless of the type of absence, I am not responsible for providing you with class notes. Please ask one of your colleagues. Make-up policies for quizzes and exams are listed under their respective sections.

Anyone whom I find to be consistently late in coming to class will also lose attendance and participation points. If I am ever late, everyone present on that day will be allowed a free absence.
Essays

You will write a number of short essays over the course of the semester on the texts we read. These essays will be collected at the end of our discussion section on the due dates. I will not accept papers in class that are not typed or that are not in hard copy form. In the event that you are ill or at a university event during class, you may e-mail your essay to me as an attachment in Microsoft Word format. Essays that are not turned in by the time I collect them at the end of class will be considered late. Late papers can be turned into me for half credit at any point during the semester up to and including the day of the final exam. If you turn in a paper late, I can not guarantee that I will return it to you in a timely manner, nor will I make extensive comments on it.
Exams

You will have one mid-term and one final exam consisting of identifications and/or an essay question. More specific information will follow as the first exam date approaches. You will only be allowed to make up an exam if you are absent for a University event or because of illness. In either case, you must present official documentation excusing the absence and then schedule the make-up exam in a timely manner.

Grades

Grades represent your level of achievement in the class according to the following university-wide standards:
A – achievement that is outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements

B – achievement that is significantly above the level necessary to meet course requirements

C – achievement that meets the course requirements in every respect

D – achievement that is worthy of credit even though it fails to fully meet the course requirements

F – represents achievement that falls significantly short of meeting the course requirements
S – if you have chosen the S/N grading scale, this represents a grade of C- or better
N – if you have chosen the S/N grading scale, this represents a grade below a C-
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Grading Scale
15%: Attendance and Participation
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15%: Short Essays
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25%: “Thinking Through History” Essay
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Below 60%: F

Classroom Policies

I will do my best to create a safe and productive learning atmosphere for you and for myself. In order to ensure that I maintain my sanity, please do not read newspapers or sleep during class. Be sure to turn your cell phones off. Also, please do not eat anything during class time. Beverages are perfectly acceptable.

Some of the topics we will be studying in this class, such as the origins of modern political paradigms, may make you feel uncomfortable. There is nothing wrong with this. I recommend that you allow yourself to feel comfortable with your discomfort. Also, as I have already pointed out, classroom conversation is an integral part of this course. It is my hope that we will have some lively discussions and debates. Note, however, that while differences of opinion during discussion are encouraged, personal insults or invectives are not appropriate at any time.

University Policies

I conduct this class in accordance with the university policies on equal opportunity and sexual harassment. If you have any questions about any of these policies, please do not hesitate to ask me. You can also contact the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action (612-624-9547) if you experience problems with discrimination or harassment in this or any other class. 

As far as plagiarism and academic dishonesty go: if I catch you cheating, you can expect to receive an F on the assignment and/or for the entire course. I will provide you with detailed information on the particular aspects of plagiarism that are most applicable to historical writing.

If you have any special needs for particular accommodations, it is your responsibility to make me aware of them.

Office Hours

I strongly encourage you to make use of my office hours. I am happy to help you work through an essay, talk to you about an upcoming exam, or discuss class in general. If you are making a strong effort and are still worried about your performance in the class, feel free to stop by. I will be available from 1:25 to 3:20 PM on Wednesdays in Social Sciences Tower 860.  Note that I occasionally step out of the office for short periods of time to attend to various errands. If I am not in the office when you arrive, please wait a few minutes for me to return.

I am also happy to meet by appointment if my regular office hours do not work for you. Please e-mail me or see me after class to set up such an appointment.
Class Schedule

Note: this schedule is subject to change.

W. 1/19 Introduction 

Foner, Give Me Liberty! Preface

M. 1/24 Reconstruction and the Meaning of Freedom 

Foner, Give Me Liberty! Ch. 15

U. S. Constitution, 13th, 14th, 15th Amendments, Foner, Give Me Liberty!, A10-A11.

W. E. B. DuBois, “The Freedmen's Bureau,” The Atlantic Monthly (March 1901) (CP Doc 1)

“Uncle Sam's Thanksgiving Dinner,” Harper's Weekly, Nov. 20, 1869
http://immigrants.harpweek.com/ChineseAmericans/Illustrations/025UncleSamsThanksgivingDinnerMain.htm

W. 1/26 The West, White Settlement, and Native Americans 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 591-619

“Kill the Indian, and Save the Man,” Capt. Richard C. Pratt on the Education of Native Americans (CP Doc 2)

Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” (1893) (CP Doc 3)
M. 1/31 The Disorderly Triumph of Industrial Capitalism, Labor Strife, and the Populist Challenge 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 619-647

Andrew Carnegie, “Wealth,” North American Review (1889) (CP Doc 4)

Populist Platform of 1892, Foner, Give Me Liberty!, A25-A27
W. 2/2 Jim Crow and Black Disfranchisement 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 647-655

“Of Course He Wants to Vote the Democratic Ticket: How the Mississippi Plan Worked,” Harper's Weekly, October 21, 1876
M. 2/7 Immigration Restriction & Empire 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 655-673

Theodore Roosevelt, “The Strenuous Life” (Chicago, 1899) (CP Doc 5)

Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man's Burden,” McClure's Magazine (Feb 1899) (CP Doc 6)

“Every Dog (No Distinction of Color) Has His Day,” Harper's Weekly, February 8, 1879
http://immigrants.harpweek.com/ChineseAmericans/Illustrations/125EveryDogHasHisDayMain.htm

“Political Assassinations ‘Taking the Consequences’,” Harper's Weekly, September 13, 1879
http://immigrants.harpweek.com/ChineseAmericans/Illustrations/045PoliticalAssassinationsMain.htm

W. 2/9 Urban Life & the Birth of Mass Culture 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 674-700

Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie (Chs. 1 and 2) (CP Doc 7)

Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives? (1890), (Ch. 3) (CP Doc 8)
M. 2/14 Progressive Reform 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 701-717

Photographs by Lewis Hine, Child Labor in America, 1908-1912

http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/index.html

“New York Fire Kills 148: Girl Victims Leap to Death from Factory,” Chicago Sunday Tribune, March 26, 1911, 1 (CP Doc 9) 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire (1911)

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/

W. 2/16 World War I

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, Ch. 19

Woodrow Wilson, Fourteen Points (1918) (CP Doc 10)
M. 2/21 The 1920s

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 768-798

Ngai, Impossible Subjects, Introduction to Part I, Chs. 1 and 2
W. 2/23 Midterm Exam
 

M. 2/28 The Great Depression
Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 799-807

Ngai, Impossible Subjects, Introduction to Part II, Chs. 3 and 4
W. 3/2 The New Deal

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, Ch. 21

Every Picture Tells a Story: FSA Photographs


http://chnm.gmu.edu/fsa/

M. 3/7 World War II

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 848-861, 885-891
W. 3/9 World War II: The Home Front

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 862-885

Ngai, Impossible Subjects, Introduction to Part III and Ch. 5

Spring Break: March 14-18
M. 3/21 From World War to Cold War: Foreign Policy

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 892-916

George F. Kennan, “The X Article” (1947) (CP Doc 11)

“NSC 68: United States Objectives and Programs for National Security” (April 14, 1950); A Report to the President Pursuant to the President's Directive of January 31, 1950 (sections IV and Conclusion) (CP Doc 12)
W. 3/23 From World War to Cold War: The Home Front

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, Ch. 916-927

Ngai, Impossible Subjects, Ch. 6

Gosse, Movements of the New Left, (TBA)
M. 3/28 Living the American Dream: Postwar Affluence 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 929-963

Nixon-Khrushchev “Kitchen Debate” (CP Doc 13)

Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi, Parts I and II (Childhood and High School), 11-214
W. 3/30 The Civil Rights Era

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 963-977
Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi, Parts III and IV (College and the Movement) pp.216-384

Gosse, The Movements of the New Left, (TBA in Section)
M. 4/4 The Civil Rights Era, continued
Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 978-992
Gosse, The Movements of the New Left, (TBA in Section)
W. 4/6 LBJ's Great Society

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 992-998

Ngai, Impossible Subjects, Intro. to Part IV, Ch. 7 & Epilogue
M. 4/11 The War in Southeast Asia 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 998-1009

Gosse, The Movements of the New Left (TBA in Section)
W. 4/13 The Rights Revolution

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 1009-1017

Gosse, The Movements of the New Left, (TBA in Section)

 

M. 4/18 1968 and “the Silent Majority”
Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 1017-1041

Gosse, The Movements of the New Left, (TBA in Section)
W. 4/20 Facing New Realities: Carter, the Energy Crisis, and De-Industrialization

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 1041-1049

President Jimmy Carter's “Crisis of Confidence” Speech, July 15, 1979 (CP Doc 14)
M. 4/25 The Reagan Years: Consolidation of the New Right and the “End” of the Cold War

Discussion Readings: 

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 1049-1067 

The Sharon Statement, Adopted by the Young Americans for Freedom, Sept 9-11, 1960 (CP Doc 15)

Excerpts from 3 Speeches by President Ronald Reagan (CP Doc 16)

“Morning Again in America,” Reagan Campaign Ad, 1984 Presidential Election

http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/1996/candidates/ad.archive/
W. 4/27 The “Consumers’ Republic”
John F. Kennedy, “Special Message to the Congress on Protecting the Consumer Interest,” March 15, 1962 (CP Doc 17)

Bill Clinton and Al Gore, National Performance Review Report, “From Red Tape to Results: Creating a Government that Works Better and Costs Less,” (1993) (CP Doc 18)
M. 5/2 Globalization and the New Economy

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, 1068-1104 
W. 5/4 September 11th & History: Back on a War Footing

Foner, Give Me Liberty!, Ch. 27 pp. 1104-1111, Epilogue pp. 1112-1131

William Langeweische, American Ground: The Unmaking of the World Trade Center (excerpt) (on e-reserve, accessed through the library web site www.lib.umn.edu)
Final Exam: Saturday, May 14, 1:30 to 3:30 P.M. 175 Willey Hall
