The U. S. and the War in Southeast Asia
(4/11/05)

I.   Tracing Beginnings, 1945-1960
· Ho Chi Minh and Vietnamese Independence

· The Cold War in Europe: The Price of French Support

· Eisenhower and “The Domino Theory” 

· French defeat and the Geneva Accord

II.  Into the Quagmire, 1960-1968
A.  Kennedy and the strategy of “flexible response,” 1960-1963

B.  Johnson and “Promises to Keep,” 1963-1968
· Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964)

· From Operation “Rolling Thunder” to “Search and Destroy”

· The Great Society

· The Tet Offensive (January 1968)

· The “Living Room War” & Walter Cronkite

· Dissent within and beyond

· Decision not to Seek Reelection (March 1968)

III. “Peace with Honor”?, 1968-1975
· “I’m not going to end up like LBJ. . .”

· Nixon’s “Secret Plan”

· “Vietnamization”

· Nixon, Kissinger and the Secret War

· Anti-War Protests and Nixon’s “Silent Majority”

· Rapprochement with China

· 1975 – Vietnam Reunited Under Communist Rule

