The Great Society

(4/6/05)

I.  Contrasting Visions of Freedom
The Kitchen Debate
(Vice-President Richard Nixon, with Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev, American National Exhibit, Moscow, July 24, 1959)
In address “What Freedom Means to Us” focus on the “extraordinarily high standard of living,” “prosperity for all in a classless society.”  In debate in kitchen of model suburban ranch house, Nixon focused on freedom of choice, “the right to choose” among a wide range of colors, models and designs in everything from houses, to kitchen appliances, and washing machines.  
The Great Society

(President Lyndon Baines Johnson.  Commencement Address, 
University of Michigan, May 22, 1964)
“The Great Society is a place where every child can find knowledge to enrich his mind and to enlarge his talents. It is a place where leisure is a welcome chance to build and reflect, not a feared cause of boredom and restlessness. It is a place where the city of man serves not only the needs of the body and the demands of commerce but the desire for beauty and the hunger for community. It is a place where man can renew contact with nature. It is a place which honors creation for its own sake and for what it adds to the understanding of the race. It is a place where men are more concerned with the quality of their goals than the quantity of their goods.” 
II.   Elements of Johnson’s Great Society
III.  Commitments, Hard Choices, and Denial: the Great Society, Civil Rights, and Vietnam
[All conversations/speeches from Michael R. Beschloss, ed., Taking Charge: The Johnson White House Tapes, 1963-1954 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997) and Beschloss, ed., Reaching for Glory: Lyndon Johnson’s Secret White House Tapes, 1964-1965 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001)]

1.   LBJ “Great Society”, Ann Arbor, MI, May 22, 1964 (Beschloss I, Disc 3 #11)
2.   LBJ pc w/ Rose Kennedy, Air Force One, Nov 22, 1963 (Beschloss I, Disc 1 #6) 

3.   LBJ pc w/ McNamara, “why are we in Vietnam?”, June 9, 1964 (Beschloss I, Disc 3 #10)

4.   LBJ pc w/ McNamara, Gulf of Tonkin, Sept 9, 1964 (Beschloss II, Disc 1  #11)

5.   LBJ pc w/ King, pres election, Nov 5, 1964 (Beschloss II, Disc 2 #14)

6.   LBJ pc w/ Eisenhower, Vietnam, Feb 15, 1965 (Beschloss II, Disc 3 #9)

7.   LBJ pc w/ McNamara, Vietnam, Feb 26, 1965 (Beschloss II, Disc 3 #14)

8.   LBJ “Voting Rights” Speech to Congress, March 16, 1965 (Beschloss II, Disc 4 #9-14)
9.   Bill Moyers, LBJ press secy, Vietnam, July 1, 1965 (Beschloss II, Disc 5 #4)
10.   LBJ pc w/ McNamara, Vietnam, July 2, 1965 (Beschloss II, Disc 6 #5)
