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I.  Framing Points

1.  shaped by events which came before it (5 key facets)
2.  dynamic and global

3.  duration: lasted over 4 decades

4.  foundation for U.S rebuilding of Europe and Japan but also shaped U.S. perception of independence movements in Africa and Asia
5.  fueled domestic economic growth but ultimately limited reach of prosperity 
6.  suppression of civil liberties and rights but also important to civil rights movement

7.   Military-Industrial-Complex

8.  springboard for political careers but also deeply flawed policies

9.   legacy:  disillusionment at home, suspicion abroad

10. legacy: you’re with us or against us

II.  A Climate of Fear

III.  Uncertain Times, 1945-1946

1.  variation in Soviet action in Eastern Europe

2.  impact of U. S Policy (atomic monopoly; Germany) 

3. Winston Churchill, “An Iron Curtain. . .” (March 1946)

IV.   Kennan and Containment, 1947-1950
1.  the “long telegram”/ Mr. X


2.  U. S. money, lots of it 

3.  escalation - one move leads to another 

4.  events of 1949

V.  Militarized Containment, 1950-1973
1.  NSC-68

2.  Korean War

3.  Eisenhower and nuclear deterrence

4. 1960:  JFK vs. Nixon

5. The Cuban Missile Crisis

understanding fear it generated:

- nuclear buildup of 1950s (“second strike” capacity and MAD:  mutually assured destruction)

- 1950s films:  Fail Safe; Dr. Strangelove; On the Beach
- uncertainty

6.  Kennedy tapes

