World War II: The Home Front

(3/9/05)

I.  Dr. Seuss Goes to War

II.  American Isolationism and the Road to War 

(Mother) America First reading a story to her children: “. . . and the Wolf chewed up the children and spit out their bones . . . But those were Foreign Children and it really didn’t matter.” (Dr. Seuss, PM, Oct. 1, 1945)

- the larger context of the 1930s

- isolationists vs. interventionists

III.  The “Arsenal of Democracy”
“No More Scorched Earth! LET’S BLISTER THEIR BRITCHES! (Dr. Seuss, PM, March 4, 1942)

- key changes in American economy and government

- end to depression

- economic consolidation

- seed $ for new industries

- growth of West and South

- growth in federal government

- new deal liberalism
IV.  Expanded Opportunities, Frustrating Continuities
- (Re)Drafting Gender: Fighting Men, Supporting Women

- African Americans and the War

“Listen Maestro . . . If you want to get real harmony, use the black keys as well as the white!” (Dr. Seuss, PM, June 26, 1942) 
V. Race and Nation 
“Gimme some kerosene, some excelsior and a blow torch.  Ma wants to bake a cake.” (Dr. Seuss, PM, November 11, 1941)

VI.  Visions of Postwar Freedom: The American Century and Horton Hears a Who
Horton: “I’ll just have to save him.  Because, after all, A person’s a person, no matter how small.” (Dr. Seuss, Horton Hears a Who, 1954)
