The Great Depression
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I.  Origins of the Great Depression
- The 1920s & “the market”

- “Black Tuesday”: stock market crash (Oct. 29, 1929)

- Drag of Sick Industries


- agriculture generally


- drought and the Dust Bowl


- textile industry


- railroad industry


- mining and lumber industry

- Unequal Distribution of Wealth


- role of 1920s tax policies in


- and consumption once depression struck

- Worldwide Depression

- the global economy (slowed production; raw materials; trade of manufactured products; finance capital)

- Flawed Monetary Policy/Lack of Regulation of Financial Markets


- federal reserve policies


- lack of safeguards in monetary system


- assumptions of classical economics

- Policies of Hoover Administration


- opposition to federal “relief”

II.  Constructing “The Great Depression”
- The Great Depression as a single event
- Through no fault of their own: the photographs of Dorothea Lange
