Urban Life & the Birth of Mass Culture

(2/7/05)

I.   Taking Stock: America, 1865 to 1929 or Hist. 1302, Day 1 to the Midterm!

II.  Foner:  The Progressive Era 

- ground covered by Foner (ch. 18)

- challenge Americans faced:  “The ‘old democracy’. . . provided no answer to the problems of a world in which the ‘chief restrictions upon liberty’ were economic, not political.” (Foner, p. 690, quoting from Walter Weyl, assoc. ed., The New Republic)
- focus question:  Why was the city such a central element in Progressive America?  (Foner, p. 676)

- cities and the American agrarian ideal

III.  Entering the Turn-of-the-Century City

- the “industrial” city  
- industry in the city 
- new technologies 
- population increase 
- the “new” immigration
- urban snapshots

- sights, sounds, smells of the city
- life in the city: work, housing, food & leisure
