Defining the Borders of Citizenship and Nation:

Jim Crow, Black Disfranchisement, and Lynching

(2/2/05)

I.  Charting the Landscape: Tales of Segregation, Disfranchisement, Lynching
1.  Segregation:  Mississippi Separate Coach Law (1888) and the Broader Picture

2.  Disfranchisement: Mississippi Constitutional Amendments (1890) and the Broader Picture

3.  Lynching: Lynching of Thomas Moss, Calvin McDowell, Wil Stewart, March 9, 1892, Memphis, TN and the Broader Picture

II.  Asking Why?
· What led Southern states to mandate racial segregation by law on railroads and from there in every other aspect of public life beginning in the late 1880s almost a decade after the end of reconstruction?

· Why were these laws passed at this particular moment?

· Given the 14th and 15th Amendments, how could Southern states constitutionally disfranchise African American men?  

· Could Mississippi (or any of the other Southern states) have been readmitted to the Union during reconstruction with the measures they adopted in the 1890s?  And, if not then, why could they get away with these laws now?

· Why was there a need to disfranchise African American men?  Democrats had regained control of every state by, and in some cases well before, the end of Reconstruction.  More generally, through much of the South, terror and intimidation had effectively limited the black vote to a small minority.  

· Where was Northern opinion?  What had happened to Congress? The President? And the U. S. Supreme Court?

· Why the sudden upsurge in lynching in the 1880s?

· How do we explain the incredible attention to legal forms and the preservation of order in things like the 1890 Mississippi constitutional convention and the 1888 Mississippi separate coach law and the incredible savagery and barbarity of lynching?  

· How did African Americans respond?

III.  Northern Weariness with the “Southern Question,” a new Black Middle-Class, New Ideas of Race, Empire
1. Starting assumptions
2.  Laying the foundations: Reconstruction policy
3.  Northern weariness with the “Southern question”

4.  Retreat of the Federal Government & U. S. Supreme Court

5.  Timing of state-mandated segregation: other factors


- new assertive black middle class


- expansion of rail travel


- loss of Southern control of railroads

6. Timing of disfranchisement: other factors


- the New South


- Republican control of Presidency and Congress

7. Timing of lynching: other factors


- the rape myth as foundation for denial of rights


- “keeping the nigger down”


- “white amusements”
8. New ideas of race and empire

IV.  African American Response:  The Example of Ida B. Wells 
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