History 1302W




Professor Barbara Welke
Spring 2005
Midterm Exam Study Guide

General Instructions:

Exam Preparation

· Read the Study Guide Carefully.  You should read this study guide carefully several times and be sure that you understand each element of the exam.  We will also review the format for the exam in lecture on Wednesday, February 16th.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask there or talk with your T.A.  
· Exam Format.  The exam will include 1 essay question (30 minutes, 60%) and 4 I.D.s (15 minutes, 40%) drawn from the list below.  You will not be able to use books or notes on the exam. 

· Exam Review.  Your T.A. will devote time in discussion section to explain the exam format and review for the exam.  
· Preparing for the Essay portion of the exam.  We recommend that you fully outline an answer to both questions and commit your outline to memory.  Be sure that the outline you prepare is something you can actually write an essay from in 30 minutes.  In other words, you will need to choose your points and evidence carefully.  Remember also that you must support each point you make with specific evidence.  
· Preparing for the I.D. portion of the exam.  Again here, we recommend writing out an answer for each I.D.   See instructions to Part II of the exam for the elements each I.D. should include.
· Study Groups.  We encourage you to study with one or more of your peers in your discussion section.  Sharing lecture and discussion notes and comparing outlines of the essays and reviewing factual material with others can fill gaps and lead you to think through your answers more fully.  We do not recommend simply swapping essay outlines.  There is no substitute for doing the work yourself as an initial matter.

· Eat Well, Exercise, and Get a Good Night’s Rest.  Cramming the night before an exam into the wee-hours of the morning is not a good strategy for performing your best on an exam.  Start preparing as soon as you get the study sheet, pace yourself, and continue with the other routines of your life.  It is especially important that you get a good night’s rest before an exam.  All the preparation in the world can fall through if you’re too exhausted to think on the day of an exam.

Exam Day (Wednesday, February 23rd)
· Seating.  You may sit anywhere in the room, but you need to leave an open seat on either side of you.

· Blue Books.  We will provide the exam itself and blue books.  You just need to bring something to write with.  We would appreciate it if you write on one side only of each page of the bluebooks. The pages are thin and it can be hard to read when there’s writing on both front and back of a page.
· Blind Grading.  We will be using blind grading on the exam.  This means on the day of the exam you will write only your student I.D. number and your discussion section number on your exam.  We will not match up names to I.D. numbers until all grading is completed.
· Watch Your Time on the Exam.  Be sure that you spend only the allotted time on each section of the exam.  The time allotted reflects the weighting of the two sections of the exam.

· Cheating.  Cheating on any portion of the exam will result in an automatic grade of “0” for the entire exam.  We will also report the cheating to the office for Academic Honesty.
Part I:  Essay.  (30 minutes, 60% of exam grade) 

Instructions.  There are two essay questions below, and we will select one of them for the midterm exam.  This means you should be prepared to write on both of them.  Your essay should have a clear thesis, be supported by specific evidence, and be well-organized.  You should draw on lectures, discussions, and assigned readings.  You should make every effort to write legibly.  We will not penalize students for spelling errors provided that we can read what you’ve written. 

Possible Questions.

1.  You’ve been preparing for weeks for your midterm exam in the U. S. history survey class.  What you really need the night before the exam is a break.  A friend invites you to dinner, and, much to your dismay, you find the guests are a group of American historians.  They had gotten together with the idea of working together on a volume of readings titled The Boundaries of Belonging: Citizenship and Nation in the U. S., 1865-1924.  When you arrive they are locked in a heated debate.  They all agree that in the decades from the end of the Civil War through the mid-1920s, the U. S. underwent a major transformation.  But they are hopelessly divided on what they see as the defining elements of this transformation.  
· One group, sees these years in terms of an incredible expansion in the boundaries of belonging.  Among other things, they point to the end of slavery, the Reconstruction Amendments, the Homestead Act and settlement of the West, the millions of immigrants who settled in America in these years, and woman suffrage.  

· A second group argues just the opposite: they argue that the overwhelming tide of this period was a narrowing of the boundaries of belonging privileging the rights of whites, and above all white men.  Among other things, they point to the failure of Reconstruction, American Indian policy in the West, segregation and disfranchisement, and lynchings, American empire-building and foreign policy at the turn of the century, and immigration restriction.

· A third group argues that the other two have it all wrong:  what really defines these years are the pressures of and response to industrial capitalism.  Among other things, they point to railroad expansion and the rise of giant corporations, the expansion of waged labor, the industrialization of agriculture, and the emergence of global markets.
Your friend introduces you as an undergraduate at the University of Minnesota.  When the group hears that you’re taking the U. S. History survey and have been preparing for your midterm exam, they insist that you settle the debate.  They promise to accept your conclusion, but remember this is a tough and knowledgeable crowd: you’re going to need specific evidence to convince them and you’re going to have to deal with evidence that seems to support alternative views.    


2.  You’ve just finished the midterm exam in the U. S. History survey class you’re taking this term at the University of Minnesota and decide, on a whim, to take a three-day weekend to visit a high school friend who’s going to college in New York City.  When you arrive and tell him about the exam, he insists that you cap off the exam experience with a real life field trip:  a visit to the Statue of Liberty.  You think, oh well, it would be kind of cool to see it in person.  It turns out to be very cool indeed. And carved into a tablet on the pedestal of the statue is the poem by Emma Lazarus that you’ve heard parts of since grade school:  “. . . ‘Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door!’”  

You’re just getting ready to leave when you notice that a crowd has gathered.  It seems incredible, but there’s the historian Mae Ngai (you recognize her from the picture on the book jacket of Impossible Subjects) and she seems to be doing a book signing.  She’s reading from the introduction and when she refers to the “myth of immigrant America” some of the many tourists gathered to see the Statue of Liberty start to get angry.  

You and your friend make a fast get away, but he wants to know what it’s all about.  You thought you were going to have a break from history for the weekend.  But now here you are in a coffee shop drawing on all the knowledge of the late 19th and early 20th century U. S. you’ve gained through lectures, discussions, and readings to answer your friend’s questions:  What does Ngai mean when she says “myth of immigrant America” and do you agree with her categorization?  Why or why not?  
Remember your friend hasn’t been part of the class; you’re going to need to give him specific examples to support your argument.

 

 

Part II:  Identify and Explain the Significance (15 minutes, 40% of exam grade).  

We will select 4 of the following I.D.s for the exam.  For each you should identify what it is (your answer should cover “the 5 W’s”: who, what, when, where, and why) and explain the item’s significance (Why/how was this event, person, process, etc. important to American history?). Plan to spend between 3-4 minutes on each I.D. 

1.   Fourteenth Amendment


10.  Assembly line



2.   “Uncle Sam’s Thanksgiving Dinner”*
11.  Muckrakers

3.  Reservations




12.  Social Darwinism

4.  Cross of Gold Speech


13.  Panama Canal
5.  Spanish-American-Filipino War

14.  Fourteen Points
6.  Charlotte Perkins Gilman


15.  Red Scare
7.  Muller v. Oregon



16.  Harlem Renaissance

8.  Eugene V. Debs



17.  Scopes Trial
9.  Image of man in buckskin**

* See Schedule Discussion Readings 1/24 http://immigrants.harpweek.com/ChineseAmericans/Illustrations/025UncleSamsThanksgivingDinnerMain.htm 

** See Schedule Lecture Links 2/7

http://www.hist.umn.edu/%7Ebywelke/1302LectureOutlines/02-07-05%20Lecture%20Images/FrontierRoosevelt.htm 

Example:  Muller v. Oregon.  In this case, decided in the early 20th century during the Progressive Era, the U. S. Supreme Court upheld an Oregon law limiting women’s work in certain industries to 10 hours a day.  The decision followed an earlier decision (Lochner v. N.Y.) in which the Court had struck down a similar N.Y. law for bakers (men).  Muller was significant for a number of reasons.  First, it was the first crack in the doctrine of freedom of contract and showed that at least with respect to women workers states could constitutionally pass protective labor legislation.  Second, the decision provided short-term gains in improving the conditions of work for a portion of the female labor force, although in the long run it institutionalized women’s subordinate place in the labor force.      

PAGE  
3

