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Professor Barbara Welke

Spring 2005

Final Exam Study Guide
Final Exam (Saturday, May 14, 1:30-3:30, 175 Willey Hall)
General Instructions:

Exam Preparation

· Read the Study Guide Carefully.  You should read this study guide carefully several times and be sure that you understand each element of the exam.  We will also review the format for the exam in lecture on Monday, May 2nd.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask there or talk with your T.A.  

· Exam Format.  The exam will include 1 essay question (1 hour, 60%), 4 “individual I.D.s” (5 points each) and 2 “paired I.D.s” (10 points each)(I.D.s total: 45 minutes, 40%) drawn from the list below.  You will not be able to use books or notes on the exam. 
· Extra Credit.  We will include 1 short answer extra credit question on the exam.  It will be worth 3 points.  
· Exam Review.  Your T.A. will devote time in discussion section to explain the exam format and review for the exam.  
· Preparing for the Essay portion of the exam.  We recommend that you fully outline an answer to all of the questions included on the study guide and commit your outline to memory.  Be sure that the outline you prepare is something you can actually write an essay from in the allotted time.  In other words, you will need to choose your points and evidence carefully.  Remember also that you must support each point you make with specific evidence.  Make sure that your essay (1) addresses the question asked; (2) has a clear argument; and (3) supports that argument with specific historical evidence from the class.
· Preparing for the I.D. portion of the exam.  Again here, we recommend writing out an answer for each individual I.D. and paired I.D.. 
· Study Groups.  We encourage you to study with one or more of your peers in your discussion section.  Sharing lecture and discussion notes and comparing outlines of the essays and reviewing factual material with others can fill gaps and lead you to think through your answers more fully.  We do not recommend simply swapping essay outlines or I.D. answers.  There is no substitute for doing the work yourself as an initial matter.

· Eat Well, Exercise, and Get a Good Night’s Rest.  Cramming the night before an exam into the wee-hours of the morning is not a good strategy for performing your best on an exam.  Start preparing early, pace yourself, and continue with the other routines of your life.  It is especially important that you get a good night’s rest before an exam.  All the preparation in the world can fall through if you’re too exhausted to think on the day of an exam.

· Seating.  You may sit anywhere in the room, but you need to leave an open seat on either side of you.

· Blue Books.  We will provide the exam itself and blue books.  You just need to bring something to write with.  We would appreciate it if you write on one side only of each page of the bluebooks. The pages are thin and it can be hard to read when there’s writing on both front and back of a page.

· Blind Grading.  We will be using blind grading on the exam.  This means on the day of the exam you will write only your student I.D. number and your discussion section number on your exam.  We will not match up names to I.D. numbers until all grading is completed.
· Watch Your Time on the Exam.  You will have more time here than you did on the midterm exam, but should still watch your time so that you are not rushed on any portion of the exam.  

· Cheating.  Cheating on any portion of the exam will result in an automatic grade of “0” for the entire exam.  We will also report the cheating to the office for Academic Honesty.
· Getting the exam back.  If you would like your exam back after grading, please provide your T.A. with a self-addressed, stamped envelope at the time of the exam.
Part I:  Essay.  (1 hour, 60% of exam grade) 

Instructions.  There are 3 essay questions below.  We will select one of them for the final exam.  This means you should be prepared to write on all of them.  Your essay should have a clear thesis (argument), be supported by specific evidence, and be well-organized.  You should draw on lectures, discussions, and assigned readings.  You should make every effort to write legibly.  We will not penalize students for spelling errors provided that we can read what you’ve written.  Make sure your essay responds to the question asked.

Possible Questions.
1.  Lecture and readings have noted that the Cold War acted as an overwhelming force in the development of the United States domestically and in terms of its foreign relations from the end of WWII through the 1980s, with strong echoes even today.  Using specific examples from readings, lectures, and discussion, write an essay that explains why the Cold War can be argued to be the most pivotal force that emerged in twentieth century U. S. history.  

Note: Be sure that your essay addresses the impact of the Cold War on domestic policy, politics, culture, economy, and society, as well as on foreign policy.  Also make sure that you incorporate the full range of lecture material and readings for the course, including Ngai, Moody, and Gosse.    
2.  Eric Foner notes in Give Me Liberty!, that by the end of the 1990s, Americans, in large part, had come to define freedom as the ability of every individual to achieve self-fulfillment without political, social, or cultural obstacles.  He contrasts this with the definition of freedom that was prevalent at the height of the 1930s in which freedom equaled economic security with the help of an activist government.  Using readings (not just the textbook, but all your readings!), lectures, and discussion, write an essay that explores the factors underlying this transformation.  Considering the material covered in this course, do you agree that the economic security definition of freedom has been completely supplanted by an individualistic definition of freedom? (Be sure your response draws on specific historical evidence rather than just offering personal opinion).

3.  School is out for the term and you have just finished your first week in a highly coveted summer internship with PBS.  The week has been amazing.  Your first assignment is to work with a team on a new PBS Documentary called “The 1960s: A Decade in Context.”  You are part of an unlikely team:  a WWII vet who went through college on the GI Bill and had kids in college in the Sixties; Anne Moody; a guy (now graying) who was part of SDS when it began at the University of Michigan; a woman who did a White House clerkship when LBJ was president and has been at PBS since it first began as one of Johnson’s Great Society programs; and the son of migrant farm workers who worked in the U. S. during the Bracero program.  The team spent last week debating what should be part of the documentary.  Several things were clear in your debates:  First, the team’s members don’t represent the full spectrum of America in the Sixties. For one thing, everyone in the group has a college degree, but there are other perspectives missing as well. Second, putting the decade in context requires thinking about events before and after the Sixties.  Third, there’s clearly far more material here than seems possible to cover in a 1-hour documentary.  Now comes the hardest, scariest part:  As the youngest member of the team – someone born in the mid-1980s – the team feels your perspective is critical in deciding what should be here.  They think it would be best to have you write a memo to the group that the group can then use as a foundation for the final decision.  


Each summer intern has a mentor and you went to yours right after you got this assignment – it’s exciting, but a little intimidating – to ask for advice.  Here’s what your mentor had to say:

1.  Remember that you’ve got to speak to your team members’ experience of the Sixties at the same time that you ask them to push beyond it.

2.  They’ve asked you to take this on because your generation is the real audience for the documentary.  Think hard about what is most important for someone born in the 1980s to know about the era before the 1960s, the 1960s themselves, and since the 1960s, to put the decade in context.

3.  A good documentary presents multiple perspectives, but has a clear argument. 

4.  Be sure to include (and argue for) images or texts (drawn from your readings in History 1302 only) that will illustrate points you want to make and can be used in the documentary.  

5.  The full range of lectures and readings from your History 1302 course are relevant to this question.

6.  This is a terrific assignment and suggests the team has a great deal of confidence in you.  Good luck!      

Part II:  Identify and Explain the Significance (45 minutes, 40% of exam grade).  

There will be two types of I.D. questions on the exam:  “Individual I.D.s” and “Paired I.D.s”.  On the “Individual I.D.s” you must identify and explain the significance of one person, place, event, or thing.  The “Paired I.D.s” ask you to think of the relationship between two persons, places, events, or things.  
For individual I.D.s, your response should (1) identify what the person, place, event, etc. is.  Here, think about whether your answer would be enough for someone who didn’t know U. S. history to really understand what you’re talking about; (2) situate the I.D. in time and place.  This means you need to think through how the broader context illuminates the I.D. or vice versa.  In other words, getting the date right is good, but it is not enough – you need to situate the I.D. in its historical context; and (3) explain why the I.D. is significant to U. S. history.  You need to answer what is often called the “So what?” question.
For paired I.D.s you must do what you’d do for an individual I.D., but then take the extra step of thinking about what is gained by thinking about these two I.D.s together.   What is the relationship between the two I.D. items?  Does comparison or contrast seem appropriate?  Are they immediately related in some way?  Do they together contribute to some kind of change?  If they are separated in time, are there nonetheless, parallels between them that are productive historically to illuminate?

Individual I.D.s (4 of these will be on the exam, 5 points each)

1.   Immigration Act of 1965

9.   Social Security Act of 1935
2.   G. I. Bill




10.  National Highway Defense Act

3.   Black Panthers



11.  Three Mile Island

4.   Tonkin Gulf Resolution

12.  sexual revolution

5.   Fireside Chats



13.  Proposition 13

6.  imported colonialism


14.  paper sons

7.  Anne Moody



15.  Robert S. McNamara

8.  domino effect



16.  Reaganomics
Paired I.D.s (2 of these will be on the exam, 10 points each)

1.  Libertarian/New Conservatives



2.  Unsafe at Any Speed/Capitalism and Freedom
3.  SDS/YAF

4.  domestic containment/Betty Friedan

5.  NSC-68/National Security Strategy

6.  Vietnam War/Watergate

7.  New Deal/Great Society

PAGE  
4

