The German Home Front in World War II

I) The spoils of war.

A) Influx of goods keeps Germans living in good conditions until spring 1943.

B) A continuation of the Volksgemeinschaft of the 1930s.

II) Four key issues:

A) Male experience at war.

B) Women and the family at home.

C) Influx of foreign labor.

D) The terror of war comes home.

III) An entire generation of men served in the German army during WWII.

A) Of a population of about 70 million

1) 13.6 million men serve in the army

2) 2.5 million in the air force

3) 1.2 million in the Navy

4) 900,000 in the Waffen SS

5) 5.5 million military deaths in the war.  31% of the army killed.

6) 1.6 million permanently disabled.

B) Experience of war, terror, and complicity in the Holocaust.

IV) The claims of total war -- the Goebbels' speech February 1943.

V) Regime tries to remain true to the idea that women's sphere is in the home.  

A) Never entirely true in the 1930s and becomes complete myth during the war as women recruited to work in the factories.  A great deal of discontent about this.

B) Policing of women's sexuality, especially in relation to foreign workers.  (Gellately chapter in Social Outsiders and Kundrus article, "Forbidden Company."

C) But also:  encouragement of "racially correct" women to have children outside of marriage.  Very controversial.

VI) Foreign labor.

A) The great irony:  by 1944, one-third of the work force non-German. 

B) Great variety:  voluntar, forced, and slave.

C) Gellately chapter in on  Polish workers in Social Outcasts.

D) Finally, even Jews sent into the Reich to work despite Hitler's strong opposition.

VII) The terror of war.

A) Civilian casualties:  1.8 million German civilians killed, another 160,000 Jewish Germans killed.  Along with military casualties, 10.8% of the entire population.

B) The toll of aerial bombardments.

C) Ground warfare from east and west.

D) The German home front holds to the bitter end.

1) Terror actions against Wehrmacht deserters.

2) Recruitment of every younger teenagers and boys for home defense.

3) The fiction of guerilla resistance.

