ESSAY TOPIC 3: Kundera’s Book of Laughter and Forgetting
DUE April 12 (In Class)
Papers will not be accepted by email

In Milan Kundera’s novel The Book of Laughter and Forgetting much of the narrative has to do with people coping with the trauma of Prague Spring of 1968, and more specifically with the subsequent Soviet invasion.  Choose one of the seven “variations,” as Kundera calls them (p. 227), and explain the relation of laughter or forgetting (but not both) to the past trauma within the specific context of that story.  For example, how is laughter or forgetting an attempt to deal with, or not deal with the past?  Why do the characters choose laughter or forgetting?  
Using these smaller questions (and others like them to assist and guide your analysis, write a 4-5 page essay explaining the meaning of Kundera’s statement.  Your paper must conform to standard format (12 pt. font, double-spacing, 1 ¼” margins).  Additionally, this paper has several specific requirements:

· Use Kundera’s The Book of Laughter and Forgetting alone.  Refer to no other texts.

· Quote extensively, but not excessively.  Use many quotes to support your claims, but do not use quotes that are too big (more than 3 lines or so).  Use parenthetical references, as in the first paragraph above.

· Avoid speculation.  Make no claims that do not directly relate to your task of explaining Kundera’s statement.

· Avoid unsubstantiated opinions.  Although your task is ultimately interpretive, make no claims that cannot be directly supported by Kundera’s text.   

· Make an argument.  Successful papers will include a thesis statement that lays out their reading of Kundera’s text.  

· Make your argument through Kundera’s own terminology.  Explain what Kundera means through the definition he applies to his terms.  

· Attempt to answer the question of the assignment, but remember that it is intended as a springboard for your own critical inquiry, rather than a rigid requirement.  You will be assessed on the quality of your engagement, and not on the correctness of your answer.

· Do not summarize.  Assume that your reader has knowledge of the book, but that you need to convince them of your particular views.  

· Compose your argument before you begin writing.  Your argument should be presented in your first paragraph, not in your last.  When writing it is best to know where you are going before you get there, rather than to arrive at your argument as a by-product of writing.

Successful papers will present their own critical reading of Kundera’s statement, and justify it through close examination of the text.  There is no single correct reading, and as such it is impossible to be wrong.  However, you must present a valid argument, one that remains focused on explicating Kundera’s text, and that does so on Kundera’s terms.  Remember, your job is not to judge Kundera, but simply to try to understand him.  
